
       

25 
years 

3 
months 

0 
days 

6 
months 

12 
months 

5 
years 

File design application 
Form DF2A, One design: £50 for 

online filing or £60 using paper 

form. Big discounts for online filing 

of multiple designs simultaneously 

(for example up to 10 designs for 

£70). 

Grant and publication of registered 

design 

Final deadline for claiming priority 

when extending protection 

overseas. 

Respond to any 

objections 
If there are any objections from the 

examiner you must respond to 

them within the time given (at least 

2mths). The examination is for 

formalities only - the IPO does not 

carry out a prior art search. It is 

the responsibility of the applicant to 

ensure there are no existing 

designs they will infringe. 

Pay renewal fees 
Form DF9A, every 5yrs, £130 

(5th anniversary of registration 

date) rising to £450 (final 5yrs) 

Restoration: Within 6mths of it’s removal from the 

register you can still apply to restore for £100 plus 

outstanding fees. You must have a very good reason 

for not renewing within 6 mths of renewal date! 

Late Renewal: Renew your design within 1mth late 

of the renewal date at no extra charge; within 2 to 

6mths by paying an additional £24 per mth late. 

Grace Period: You can try out a design before 

registering, but must apply to register within the UK 

12mth Grace Period. If you disclose before registering 

you need good evidence of when design was created. 

Many other countries don’t have a grace period: bear 

this in mind if you intend  to register it elsewhere. 

Further details on UK IPO website: 

https://www.gov.uk/topic/

intellectual-property/designs 

Multiple Designs: As it’s common to create a 

number of different designs there’s a discount if 

you file multiple applications simultaneously. £70 

for up to 10 designs, £150 for up to 50 designs 

(online filing). Or £60 for first design and £40 for 

each additional design (using paper form). 

Protection overseas: A Registered Community 

Design will protect you in all EU countries (UK no 

longer included). Or Hague System for international 

protection (currently for 94 countries, including the 

UK). Or apply directly to any individual country. 

Priority if apply elsewhere within 6mths of UK filing. 

Unregistered Design Right: Only for shape, not 

surface pattern. Lasts 10yrs from when first offered 

for sale or 15yrs from creation (whichever ends 

earlier). Similar to copyright: you must prove 

opponent copied directly from you and you need 

records to prove date of creation. 

Final deadline for requesting 

publication if deferred. Use form 

DF2C, fee £40 per design. 

Expiration of design. You cannot 

renew further and anyone can now 

make use of this design 

A decision is usually made within 5 

weeks of filing. 

Deferred Publication: When filing you can opt 

for this for up to 12mths, but must pay a further 

£40 per design when requesting publication. 

Useful to establish priority if you are not ready 

to disclose your design, but your design is not 

protected until published. 

5 
weeks 

UK registered design 

application timeline 

Typical time to registration 

is 1 to 3 months 

Created by BIPC North East, 

www.bipcnortheast.co.uk,   

(updated April 2023) and published under a 

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 

International licence. Author: Matt Ginnelly. 

https://www.gov.uk/topic/intellectual-property/designs
https://www.gov.uk/topic/intellectual-property/designs
http://www.bipcnortheast.co.uk
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